Rule of Civil Procedure
:IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS     Number 1915.15, 1919,
:OF THE 41ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
and 1920.12
:OF PENNSYLVANIA



:PERRY COUNTY BRANCH


:NO.   

ORDER


AND NOW, March 1, 2004, the Court hereby adopts the following Perry County Rule of Civil Procedure to be effective thirty (30) days after the date of publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

It is further ordered that the District Court Administrator shall file seven (7) certified copies of this Rule with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts, two (2) certified copies to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, and one (1) certified copy to the Domestic Relations Committee.  

It is further ordered that this local rule shall be kept continuously available for public inspection and copying in the Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts Office.



BY THE COURT:



    ________________________



    C. JOSEPH REHKAMP, P.J.

Rule Number 1915.15, 1919, and 1920.12 (as attached)

Rule of Civil Procedure
:IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS     Number 1915.15, 1919,
:OF THE 41ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
and 1920.12
:OF PENNSYLVANIA



:JUNIATA COUNTY BRANCH


:NO. 73 of 2004
ORDER


AND NOW, March 1, 2004, the Court hereby adopts the following Juniata County Rule of Civil Procedure to be effective thirty (30) days after the date of publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

It is further ordered that the District Court Administrator shall file seven (7) certified copies of this Rule with the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts, two (2) certified copies to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, and one (1) certified copy to the Domestic Relations Committee.


It is further ordered that this local rule shall be kept continuously available for public inspection and copying in the Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts Office.



BY THE COURT:



    ________________________




C. JOSEPH REHKAMP, P.J.

Rule Number 1915.15, 1919, and 1920.12 (as attached)

RULE 1915.  CUSTODY

RULE 1915.15 FORM OF COMPLAINT.  ORDER.

(1) In addition to the information required by Pa.R.C.P. 1915.15, every complaint for Custody, Partial Custody, Visitation or Modification shall contain one of the following averments:

A. Plaintiff has been advised of the requirement to attend the seminar titled “Education Program for Separated Parents” offered by Penn State.

                                          or

B. The parties have previously attended the “Education Program for Separated Parents” program as evidenced by certificates of attendance contained in the official court file to the following referenced case number ________________________ and/or verification of certificate attached hereto.

(2) The Order and Notice shall also include the following:

A.  “The Court directs that within sixty (60) days after service, both parties shall register and attend the program by mailing the pre-printed “Education Program for Separated Parents” registration form, along with a registration fee of $50.00 to Education Program for Separated Parents, Penn State Justice and Safety Institute, The Pennsylvania State University, 305 Lubert Building, Innovation Park at Penn State, University Park, PA  16802-7009.”
                                     or

B. “The parties have previously attended the “Education Program for Separated Parents” as evidenced by certificates of attendance in the official court file to the following referenced case number ____________________________.”

RULE 1919.  MANDATORY SEMINAR FOR SEPARATING PARENTS

1. In all divorce and custody proceedings filed on or after May 1, 2004, and in such other cases as the Court shall direct, where the interests of children under the age of 18 years are involved, the parties shall, within sixty (60) days of the date a claim is filed, attend a four-hour mandatory seminar entitled “Education Program for Separated Parents.”  
2. In all custody/visitation proceedings filed on or after May 1, 2004, each Notice Order and complaint shall include the additional information in accordance with Perry or Juniata County Civil Rule 1915.15.

3. In all divorce proceedings filed on or after May 1, 2004, where the parties have a child or children under the age of eighteen years, every complaint shall contain the additional information required by Perry or Juniata County Civil Rule 1920.12.  It shall also have attached thereto an Order directing attendance at the Seminar in the form set forth in Perry or Juniata County Civil Rule 1920.12(3).

4. The moving party shall serve the responding party with a copy of the Court Order directing attendance at the Seminar at the time a divorce complaint is served.  A program brochure/registration form shall also be provided by the moving party to the responding party at the time of service of the complaint.  A supply of said brochure/registration forms can be obtained in the Office of the Prothonotary or Court Administrator.
5. The affidavit of service shall include a statement that the opposing party was advised of the requirement to attend the “Education Program for Separated Parents” and served with the registration form.

6. Within sixty (60) days after service, both parties are required to register and attend the program by mailing the pre-printed “Education Program for Separated Parents” registration form, along with a registration fee of $50.00 to Education Program for Separated Parents, Penn State Justice and Safety Institute, The Pennsylvania State University, 305 Lubert Building, Innovation Park at Penn State, University Park, PA  16802-7009.  Any requests for waiver or reduction of attendance fee can only be granted by Penn State.
7. Court approval is required for an extension of time to complete the seminar.  Said requests for extension shall be made in writing and forwarded to Court Administration.

8. Failure to register and complete the program will be brought to the attention of the Court and may result in a finding of contempt and the imposition of sanctions.

RULE 1920. ACTIONS IN DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT

RULE 1920.12 COMPLAINT

1. In addition to the information required by Pa.R.C.P. 1920.12, every Complaint in Divorce shall contain one of the following averments:

a. Plaintiff avers that there are no children under the age of eighteen (18) years born of the marriage; or

b. Plaintiff avers that there are children under the age of eighteen (18) years born of the marriage namely, to wit:  (list names and dates of birth.)

2. If there are children under the age of eighteen (18) years born of the marriage, the complaint shall include one of the following averments:

a. Plaintiff has  been advised of the requirement to attend the seminar “Education Program for Separated Parents;” or

b. The parties have previously attended the “Education Program for Separated Parents” as evidenced by certificates of attendance contained in the official court file to the following referenced case number (list case number.)
3. In the event there are children under the age of eighteen (18) years of age born of the marriage, and there is no averment that the parties previously attended the “Education Program for Separated Parents,” the divorce complaint shall have attached thereto, an order in substantially the following [order] form:

 





:  IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

VS.
:  OF THE 41ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

:  (INSERT) COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

:  NO.  


ORDER OF COURT

AND NOW, _________________, the Court directs that within sixty (60) days after service, both parties shall register and attend the program by mailing the pre-printed “Education Program for Separated Parents” registration form, along with a registration fee of $50.00 to Education Program for Separated Parents, Penn State Justice and Safety Institute, The Pennsylvania State University, 305 Lubert Building, Innovation Park at Penn State, University Park, PA  16802-7009.  

BY THE COURT:

______________________________

cc:  
Plaintiff


Defendant


Court Administration

IN RE:
:IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS     


:OF THE 41ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT        EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR 
:OF PENNSYLVANIA

SEPARATED PARENTS
:PERRY COUNTY BRANCH


:NO. 

ORDER


AND NOW, March 1, 2004, it is hereby ordered that beginning with case filings dated May 1, 2004, all parties in a divorce or custody/visitation action, or such other cases as the Court shall direct, where the interest of children under the age of 18 years are involved, shall be required to attend a seminar entitled “Education Program for Separated Parents.”  The four-hour educational seminar is intended to provide guidance to the parents in helping their children adjust to the consequences of divorce, separation and changing custody arrangements.  A detailed description of the program goals are attached as Exhibit “A” and incorporated in this Order.

The moving party shall serve the responding party with a copy of the Court Order directing their attendance at the Seminar within sixty days of the date the action is filed along with a program brochure/registration form.

Within sixty (60) days after service, both parties are required to register and attend the program by mailing the pre-printed “Education Program for Separated Parents” registration form, along with a registration fee of $50.00 to Education Program for Separated Parents, Penn State Justice and Safety Institute, The Pennsylvania State University, 305 Lubert Building, Innovation Park at Penn State, University Park, PA  16802-7009.  
Failure to register and complete the program will be brought to the attention of the Court and may result in a finding of contempt and the imposition of sanctions.




BY THE COURT:



  
__________________________



C. JOSEPH REHKAMP, P.J.
IN RE:
:IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS     


:OF THE 41ST JUDICIAL DISTRICT        EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR 
:OF PENNSYLVANIA

SEPARATED PARENTS
:JUNIATA COUNTY BRANCH


:NO. 73 of 2004
ORDER


AND NOW, March 1, 2004, it is hereby ordered that beginning with case filings dated May 1, 2004, all parties in a divorce or custody/visitation action, or such other cases as the Court shall direct, where the interest of children under the age of 18 years are involved, shall be required to attend a seminar entitled “Education Program for Separated Parents.”  The four-hour educational seminar is intended to provide guidance to the parents in helping their children adjust to the consequences of divorce, separation and changing custody arrangements.  A detailed description of the program goals are attached as Exhibit “A” and incorporated in this Order.

The moving party shall serve the responding party with a copy of the Court Order directing their attendance at the Seminar within sixty days of the date the action is filed along with a program brochure/registration form.

Within sixty (60) days after service, both parties are required to register and attend the program by mailing the pre-printed “Education Program for Separated Parents” registration form, along with a registration fee of $50.00 to Education Program for Separated Parents, Penn State Justice and Safety Institute, The Pennsylvania State University, 305 Lubert Building, Innovation Park at Penn State, University Park, PA  16802-7009.  

Failure to register and complete the program will be brought to the attention of the Court and may result in a finding of contempt and the imposition of sanctions.




BY THE COURT:



  
__________________________




C. JOSEPH REHKAMP, P.J.

41st JUDICIAL DISTRICT
EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR SEPARATED PARENTS

PROGRAM GOALS


“Education Program for Separated Parents” will provide parents with information, support and direction that will facilitate a healthy adjustment for their children.  Bitterness often ensnares children caught between separating parents.  In an effort to reduce the emotional toll on children and limit acrimony, attendance at this four-hour educational seminar is required by the Court of all parties in all divorce, custody, visitation and in such other cases as the Court shall direct, where the interests of children under the age of 18 years are involved and the Court deems the parties will benefit from such a program.  This program will also be open to any other person who is involved in caring or educating children and wishes to attend on their own.  Administration of this program will be through the Penn State Justice and Safety Institute in conjunction with the Court Administrator’s Office.

PROGRAM CONTENT


The four-hour program provides parents with information about the developmental stages and needs of children with emphasis on fostering the child’s emotional health during periods of stress.  The program is informative, supportive and will inform parents of various community resources.  Topics will also include typical reactions of families, stress indicators in children, pitfalls to avoid, skills to help children work through stress, and how to work out a parenting agreement.

WHEN

The program will be presented every few weeks as indicated on the brochures alternating between Wednesdays and Saturdays.
WHERE


The program is presented in Perry County at the Courthouse in Courtroom 1, New Bloomfield, PA or in Juniata County at the Library on 498 Jefferson Street, Mifflintown, PA.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance at the program is required of all parties involved in a divorce, custody, or visitation action and in such other cases as the Court shall direct, where the interests of children under the age of 18 years are involved and the Court deems the parties will benefit from such a program.  


A waiver of attendance will be provided for individuals who have attended a program of equal value.  A certificate of attendance at a similar program must be presented to Court Administration.
FEES


A fee of $50.00 per party is required and should be sent in with the registration form payable to “Education Program for Separated Parents,” and mailed to Penn State Justice and Safety Institute, The Pennsylvania State University, 305 Lubert Building, Innovation Park at Penn State, University Park, PA  16802-7009.  The cost will cover the presenter’s fees, handouts, and program administration.  Penn State will determine whether any fee will be reduced or waived.  

PRESENTERS


The presenters are provided by Penn State and have at a minimum master’s degree with additional training.

APPLICATION PROCESS


Upon initiation of a filing, the moving party shall serve the responding party with a copy of the Court Order directing attendance at the seminar and provide a program brochure/registration form about the program.  The brochure will describe the registration and payment methods and include a registration form to be completed and mailed.  These documents will be served along with the pleading.  Registration will be by mail as indicated on the form and must be made no later than one week before the selected program date.  The registration process is designed to maximize safety to the participants.  For safety purposes, participants are asked to indicate if they prefer not to attend the same seminar as the other parent.  Parties are encouraged to attend a class in the County in which the action is pending, however other classes are held in Juniata and Mifflin Counties for your convenience.
VERIFICATION


A list of all parties participating in the program will be provided to the Court prior to each session.  Upon completion of the seminar, each parent will receive the original certificate verifying that they have attended the course.  A copy of the certificate will be sent by Penn State to Court Administration to be placed in the official Court file.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Each participant will complete a written evaluation of the seminar at its conclusion, indicating their individual assessment of the value of the program and any suggestions for future programs.
